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      There is a new face at 

the KHS office on Studio 

Hill Rd. Since September 

2014, Brian Thomas has 

been the executive director 

of the Kent Historical  

Society. Marge Smith con-

tinues in her vital role as 

curator, archivist and  

genealogist, while Thomas 

has taken over the  

directorship. Brian Thomas 

brings a wealth of  

experience to the position. 

He has been an executive 

speechwriter and editor at 

Merrill Lynch and Swiss 

Re. At Swiss Re, he  

spearheaded the companyôs 

involvement in the Harvard 

Medical Schoolôs ñClimate 

Change Futuresò project.       

     A resident of Cornwall, 

CT, just up the road from 

Kent, he has served as president and treasurer of the 

Cornwall Association, and as a member of the Corn-

wall Conservation Commission.        

     A national search was conducted to find a new  

executive director for the Kent Historical Society. 

Smith, who has served in the director role for 14 

years, asked to change her position to curator and  

focus on the collections and the archives. The Board 

of Directors interviewed a number of candidates  

before selecting Brian Thomas.  
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ñWe are excited to have 

found Brian and he brings 

great energy and enthusiasm 

to this role,ò said Lynn  

Mellis Worthington,  

president of the Kent  

Historical Society. ñHe led 

preparations for Octoberôs 

Double Birthday  

celebration, and helped  

support the volunteers  

putting together the Trunk 

Show at the Champagne 

Stroll, where we previewed 

our 2015 exhibit on óThe 

Camps of Kent.ôò  

     Thomas is delighted to 

have been named to this part

-time position and he has 

been learning the ins and 

outs of KHS over the past 

few months. ñThis is an  

exciting post, and Iôm pleased 

to join such an important  

advocate for conserving Kentôs past and making it 

better known,ò Thomas said. ñThere is so much to 

learn, and Marge has been teaching me the various 

roles the Historical Society plays in Kent and in the 

larger humanities community in Connecticut. I 

have been getting know the members and  

volunteers at KHS, and Iôve been consistently  

impressed by their commitment. We have a vibrant 

organization and an ambitious roster of important 

projects on the way.ò 

  

Brian Thomas is welcomed as new Executive  

Director by Marge Smith at the Double  

Birthday Party in October 
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A Thoughtful Young Intern: An Essay by Chris Moore 

 
In our last issue, we wrote about our summer interns at Tallman House. One of them, Chris Moore, was 

in the process of applying to college. He asked us for a recommendation, and in return sent to us the 

essay he wrote to accompany several of his applications. We were so touched by it that we asked him if 

we could share an excerpt from it with all of you. We hope you are as impressed as we are. 

 

     Marge Smith, the curator of the 

Kent Historical Society, who has asked 

me to sort through boxes of old  

documents, photos and notebooks that 

have been awaiting attention for many 

years, is talking on the phone. I begin 

to catalogue the photos and documents 

of an artist who is not well known. His 

name is George Laurence Nelson. He is 

a man who fought the tide of  

modernism in art, an artist preserving 

his ritualized style amidst the  

insurrection of color fields and splatter 

art.  As I organize these delicate   

artifacts I realize something real and  

inevitable: most people will be reduced 

to photos or documents expressing 

scenes or thoughts that may not seem 

understandable a hundred years later. 

Like Nelson and the people he knew, 

our lives can be destined to be  

forgotten, thus it is the duty of the  

living to preserve the past. In a  

perverse way, I find this comforting.  

     I have not been the first one in my bloodline to have this urge to preserve the past. My great-grand-

uncle, Theodore Sizer, was a Monuments Man. Yes, one of those people trying to save art during WWII 

you might know from that George Clooney movie. Like my great-grand-uncle, I seem to feel the pull 

towards preserving the past. To me, such preservation seems natural, because thoughts are fleeting and 

if unrecorded, they can disappear forever.  

     I even think of George Laurence Nelson and his paintings. Many depict the Litchfield Hills, a  

location that I have known all my life, which still looks more or less the same as when he was alive,  

but I wonder: will that always be so? Do cultures and even locations deserve to lose their identity?  

     My preoccupation is in preserving the past é This matter of preservation can be a window into past 

lives. During the summer, I discovered the account of the trial of an ancestor of mine, William Wynne 

Ryland. He was a court engraver to King George III who was hanged for committing forgery. Finding 

that document was thrilling and was one of the highlights of my summer. My other summer highlight 

was the place where I started this essay: the Kent Historical Society. In that small house, I discovered 

something integral to myself; it is that urgency to preserve a freeze frame in time, or thoughts that might 

have otherwise disappeared.  

 

Chris Mooreôs intern project in process 

last summer at Tallman House 
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      Double Birthday Celebration Called a Great Success 

Making use of the rain date, the 

town of Kent and the Kent  

Historical Society held a double 

birthday celebration on the  

beautiful Sunday afternoon of  

October 5.  The occasion was the 

275th anniversary of the  

incorporation of the town of Kent, 

which coincided with the 60th  

birthday of the Historical Society.  

The delay allowed the rain to clear, 

and over 100 celebrants enjoyed the 

crisp fall weather at the Seven 

Hearths Museum just north of Kent. 

After a brief annual meeting, KHS  

President Lynn Mellis Worthington  

summarized the Historical Societyôs recent  

accomplishments and introduced the new 

KHS Executive Director Brian Thomas. Thomas expressed excitement over his new post, and said he was 

looking forward to working with Marge Smith in her role as Curator. Beth Dooley, who is one of the 

longest serving members of the Board of Trustees, thanked Marge Smith for her years of service as  

Executive Director and presented an espaliered pear tree as a gift from the Historical Society. Smith 

spoke and reflected on the legacy of Emily  

Hopson, the organizationôs late president and  

benefactor, and how the Historical Society has 

grown steadily in the past decade and a half.      

     An old school bell summoned everyone for a 

town photo in front of the Seven Hearths  

Museum. Photographer Randy OôRourke was  

lifted above the crowd using the Kent Volunteer 

Fire Departmentôs aerial truck. The photo was  

followed by a presentation from State Sen. Clark 

Chapin (R-30th District) and State Rep. Roberta 

Willis (D-64th District), who read the  

proclamation congratulating Kent and the Kent  

Historical Society from the entire State Assembly. 

The festivities climaxed with Thomas presenting a 

Time Capsule to the Town of Kent, explaining that 

it contained contributions from Kent citizens,  

businesses, organizations, and government. Then a 

birthday cake lit with sparklers appeared and the 

double birthdays were toasted with champagne. It 

was a festive end to a warm-hearted community 

event. 

Brian Thomas presenting the Time Capsule to First  

Selectman Bruce Adams (right) with Connecticut  

Senator Clark Chapin, KHS President Lynn Worthington  

and CT Representative Roberta Willis looking on 

The team that made the event a success: Julia  

Samartini, Nancy Schaefer, Melissa Cherniske, 

Zanne Charity, Lynn Worthington and Beth 

Dooley 

 


