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Two members of the Kent Historical 

Society board have recently given 

fascinating talks about Kent history. 

We have been asked to reprint those 

talks, and will do so in the next few 

issues of the newsletter, beginning 

with Charlotte Lindseyôs presentation 

about the Civilian Defense efforts in 

Kent during WWII. Her interest in the 

subject grew out of the research that 

she and KHS president Fran Johnson 

did for the Veteranôs Memorial and 

their book ñOne Small Town in World 

War II.ò   

 

News articles reporting on war  

efforts on the Home Front, in pub-

lications such as PM Weekly, 

Harperôs Magazine and This Week, described 

Kentôs ambitious and well-organized Civilian 

Defense Plan. In 1942, after reading Harperôs 

article, a civilian defense administrator in Blue-

field, West Virginia, contacted Kentôs Defense 

Chief asking for help in designing Bluefieldôs 

plan. Bluefieldôs vast coal fields were reputed to 

be a target of German air raids. Another letter 

came from Corpus Christi, Texas, also asking for 

help.  These were big cities. 

 

The population of Kent in 1941 was 1250, 206 of 

them children under 16. 208 men and women 

would enlist in the Armed Forces. I want to share 

with you my awe at what the civilians in the 

small farming community of Kent were able to 

achieve on the Home Front during World War 

Two. 

The United States government had 

started work on a civilian air raid 

warning system in early 1937 and 

an Air Defense Command was 

established in 1940. The States 

Defense Council issued its first 

Civilian Defense manual in mid-

1941 before the horrific bombing 

of Pearl Harbor by the Japanese 

on December 7th, 1941. There was 

already concern of America being 

invaded by Nazi Germany as it set 

out to conquer the world. Across 

the country cities and towns were 

mandated to create Defense Coun-

cils. 

 

After Pearl Harbor, the US Army ordered all  

Observation Posts to go on 24-hour duty. This 

order also applied to Air Raid Wardens. Kentôs 

Defense Council was established by June 7th, 

1941, thanks to Theodore Woodin, who appoint-

ed James Humphreys chairman of the council. 

 

Theodore ñTedò Woodin was Kentôs First Se-

lectman for 26 years. He had been a Connecticut 

State Trooper before beginning his political ca-

reer by being elected a Town Constable then a 

Justice of the Peace. He served 3 terms on the 

Board of Selectmen before being elected to his 

many terms as First Selectman. Ted was also a 

farmer. 

 

James P. Humphreys is fondly remembered as 

ñPaò both on the Kent School 
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Our highly successful ñSUNDAY SERIESò continues into 2011. Weôve drawn good crowds so far, 

most recently to hear Paul Dooley entertain us with the history of Pond Mountain, and Charlotte Lind-

sey present her research into the remarkable efforts of the Kent Defense Council during WWII.  

 

The next program will be a talk by Marge Smith, Executive Director of the KHS, 2:00PM on Sunday 

January 16th at the Kent Town Hall.  Her talk will focus on the life and times of the world famous artist 

George Laurence Nelson and Seven Hearths, the house he carefully restored in Flanders. Originally the 

social and economic center of the pre-Revolutionary town of Kent, the old house once again became a 

landmark when Nelson bought it in 1919.  An in-depth structures report of the house is underway, and 

some of the houseôs secrets will be revealed in the upcoming program. It is open to the public, with free 

admission but donations to the Kent Historical Society are welcome. 

 

The list of programs for the remainder of 2011 is still being developed, but tentative commitments have 

been given by Ted Roth, who will showcase his large collection of barn photographs, accompanied by 

his historical research; Bruce Adams and his famous Jeopardy Game; and Ernie Barkerða talented and 

knowledgeable Civil War historian. 

 

Please contact us if you have any questions or comments, and rememberð all Sunday Series programs 

take place at the Kent Town Hall on the third Sunday, every other month! 

 

Programs!     Programs!      Get Your Programs Here!  

The talented George Laurence 

Nelson showing samples of  

his beloved floral artwork 
Helen Nelson 

Seven Hearths in 1919 

GLN and Helen 
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2011 Calendar 

The 2011 Kent Historical Society calendar is available for sale at our office, 

and also at The House of Books, Richard Lindsey Bookseller and the Town 

Clerkôs office in the Town Hall.  The calendar pages feature our historic  

photos of many of the by-gone merchants of Kent, along with samples  of the 

old GTD ads for those stores. Also featured are photos of  some of the  

one room schoolhouses once scattered around town. 

Price $10 each.  Shipping and handling  $2.00 

 
Call 860-927-4587 or email kenthistorocal@att.net to order or for more information 

GET THEM WHILE THEY LAST 

KENT HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
P.O. Box 651, Kent, CT 06757 

www.kenthistoricalsociety.org 

The 2010 Kent Historical Society medallion  

is also still available for $10   
Depicting the Kent Furnace, the 2010 design joins our collection  

featuring  Seven Hearths (2009), the covered bridge at Bulls Bridge 

(2008), the Civil War Monument (2007), the Skiff Mountain Schoolhouse 

(2006) and Johnnie Lindbergôs barn (2005).  

 

We are offering a discount if you buy more than one year. A complete set 

of 6 medallions is $45.  Or, if you just need to fill in a few gaps, the years 

2005 to 2009 sell at $8 each. Shipping and handling is availableðcall for 

more information.  Keep your heirloom collection going! 
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Bruce and Holly Adams 

Lloyd Albin 

Edith Thorp Altvater 

Alice Anderson 

Jim Anderson 

Ky Anderson 

Marjorie Anderson 

Tony Antonios and  

 Sharon Hartwick 

Kip Armstrong 

Bill Arnold and Stephanie Wargo 

Pam Atkins 

Lisa Atkinson and Otto Penzler 

Robert Austin 

Bill and Catherine Bachrach 

Agnes Bailey 

David and Debbie Bain 

John and Liddy Baker 

Elaine and Rich Barber 

Art and Phyllis Bargonetti 

Richard Barlow 

John Barton 

Anne Bass 

Bob and Jo Bauer 

Sue and Tom Begnal 

Bruce and Debbie Bennett 

Fr. Tom Berberich 

Jamie Bernardin and Julie Chang 

Fran and Monty Besmer 

Helen Bianchi 

Gini and Jim Blackketter 

Jan and Marc Bornn 

Marcia Bosserman 

Cooper and Mary Botway 

Kathryn Boughton 

Darlene and Kevin Brady 

Maureen and Tom Brady 

Mary Brash 

Deborah Brasher 

Melode Brasher 

Ely Britton 

Tom Britton 

Austi Brown 

Jim Brownell and Rod Williams 

Bobbie and Cliff Burnett 

Craig Burr 

Nancy Bushnell and Vic Reiling 

Karen Butler 

Paula Caceci 

Ann Callahan 

Marie Camp 

Susan Capek 

Betty Carlson 

Bruce and Lori Carlson 

Glenn Carlson 

Marjorie Carmody 

Charlotte Carroll 

Bill and Patti Case 

Rob Casey 

John and Carolyn Casey 

Adele Casey 

Dot Casey 

Jamie and Tom Casey 

Bill and Nancy Cipolla 

Mary Clark 

Al and Terry Coffill 

Linda Cohen 

Jim Coley 

CT Antique Machinery Assoc. 

Don and Leslie Connery 

Priscilla and Tom Coons 

Dick and Joan Crews 

Barbara and Denis Curtiss 

O.B. Davis 

Bobbie and Gary Davis 

Eleanor Davis 

Beth and Richard Davis 

Marie deLucia & Lee Solot 

Lois and Vin DeMarco 

Elaine Debet-Fricke and  

             Linda Nacinovich 

Debbie Deveaux 

Marc and Marilyn DeVos 

Dorli and Francois DiGregorio 

Bill Dillon 

Randy and Tony DiPentima 

Beth and Paul Dooley 

Aileen Dotson 

Rosemary Dougal 

Sue Edgerly 

Dick Edwards 

Ed and Ruth Epstein 

Kathleen Esche 

Jane Farnol 

Gene and Marion Fiengo 

Davia and Paul Fink 

Susan Forbes and Bob Markowitz 

Phyllis Foster 

Tom and Carol Franken 

David Freeman 

Edna Frisbie 

Bob and Marilyn Gansel 

Sue Gawel 

Bill and Mary Gawel 

Bob and Sabine Gibson 

Barbara and Minot Giddings 

Gerri and John Gleason 

Marcia Glynn 

Eleanor Gobillot 

Shelly Goldspiel 

Bill Goodsell 

Peggy Goodsell 

George-Ann Gowan 

Theo Grayson  & John Funk 

Peter Grossman and  

 Larry Timmins      

Mary Grusauski 

Myra Coons Guerra 

Cindy Gustafson 

Donna Hall 

Carol and Walter Hall 

Michael Hallows and Lynn Perry 

Mark and Nancy Hamilton 

THANK YOU to the following people who gave membership  

contributions to the Kent Historical Society for the 2009/2010 fiscal year!!! 

We can not do what we do without you!   
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Megan Haney 

Jane and Mark Hanley 

Howard Hart 

Jonathan Hart 

Dexter and Joanne Hawks 

Harvey and Myrtle Hayden 

Jane and Randy Hays 

Nina Henderson 

Kevin and Robin Herde 

Alina Hernandez and Dan Murray 

Don Hicks 

Alice and Jim Hicks 

Megg and Ted Hoffman 

Marty and Tom Holcombe 

Mary Lou Holmes 

Karl and Linda Holtzschue 

Denis and Tanya Horgan 

Dot Hosterman 

Housatonic Enterprises 

Art and Judy Howland 

Sue Howland 

Lester Hoysradt 

Barbara and Brud Humphreys 

Bob Indorf, Sr. 

Bob and Kolleen Indorf 

Griggs Irving 

Helen Nichols Jacobs 

George and Madeline Jacobsen 

Carol and David Jalbert 

Sandy and Stan Jennings 

Fran Johnson 

Betty Kallstrom 

Katherine Kane & Dennis DePaul 

Margaret and Walter Kane 

Jane Kates 

Charles Katzenstein 

Francoise Kelz 

Pamela Kempe 

Susan Kennedy 

Georgianne Kent 

Hedy and Jack Kinney 

Charles and Jane Klein 

Melissa and Paul Kneuer 

Emily Krizan 

Betty Krasne and Robert Levine 

Louisa LaFontan 

Maria and Vincent LaFontan 

Jon Lafleur 

Ward and Judith Landrigan 

Diane and Phil Lang 

Russell Lapso and  

 Akram Dakhgan 

Joan Larned 

Bob and Carol Lenz 

Leslie and Rick Levy 

Ann Linden 

Charlotte and Dick Lindsey 

Barbara Lynch 

Bruce and Carol MacRitchie 

Bill Manasse 

Elizabeth Mankin 

Doug and Jackie Matson 

Ed and Paddy Matson 

Fran and Ralph Matson 

Carol Matzke 

John and Laura Mauer 

Carol and Frank McCann 

Kathy McCann 

Barbara McCarthy 

Bob McDowell 

Emily McWhinney 

Henry and Polly Mellen 

Hugh Mitchell 

Kay Giddings Mochulsky 

Owen Moore 

Jeffrey Morgan and Robert 

 Coutourier 

Denise and Stephen Morocco 

Kris Mothersele 

Bob Mott 

Jack and Wendy Murphy 

Gail and Jim Neill 

Paul and Karen Neuman 

Bill and Charlotte Newton 

Francesca Nichols 

John Noble 

John and Pat Noneman 

John and Nancy Novogrod 

Marilyn Ober 

Andy Ocif and Elaine Carlson 

Andy Olson 

Robert Olson 

Dot and Jack Osborne 

Betty Pacocha 

Marian Pacocha 

Dan and Linda Palmer 

Doris and Jim Palmer 

JoAnne Pappano and  

           Robert Norton 

Borgny and David Parker 

John Pawloski 

Leigh Peet 

Roger Peet 

Don and Mary Peters 

Guy Peterson 

Karin Peterson 

Bertha Petith 

Jacqueline Pflieger 

Elizabeth Place 

John Polhemus 

Dick Polhemus 

Esther Pollard 

Faye and Jim Preston 

Nancy Preston 

Allan and Jackie Priaulx 

Barbara Psarakis 

Susie Purcell 

Pat Purdy 

Charlotte Ramuten 

Walter and Ann Raynor 

Patricia Rimany 

Catherine and Robin Ringler 

Lisby Ritchie 

Janet and Larry Rivkin 

Ilene and Richard Rothschild 

Susie Rundall 

Dorothy Russ 

Diane Ryder 

Jim and Julia Samartini 

Dan and Lorry Schiesel 

Patti Schmer 

Lorna Schofield 

Tom Sebring and Steve Vaughn 

Peggy Seneca 

Ed Servick 

Sandra Shiflett 

James Silberman and  

 Selma  Shapiro 
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Bill and Joan Silk 

Janet Skinner 

Ira and Maureen Smith 

Marge Smith 

Virginia Smith 

Bunny Soule 

Butch and Judi Soule 

Peter Starbuck 

Michael Stern and Shelly Cryer 

Dawn and Scott Stone 

Jon and Patsy Stroble 

Anne Britton Taggart 

Gail and Jerry Tobin 

Bill Tobin 

Dixie Todd 

Charles Tomlinson 

Bob and Marian Torre 

Herb and Nancy Tully 

Christine Utsogn 

Andy Vadnais and Nancy Lyon 

Arnie and Carol Valentine 

James and Kate Vick 

Margaret Von Schneden 

Cliff Waldow 

Michael Ward and Bruce Whipple 

Edward and Emma Wathley 

Charles and Elsie Webster 

Alan and Lisa Weinblatt 

Maggie Wells 

Michael and Elaine West 

Bill and Jay White 

Jerry and Judy White 

Rev. Roger White 

JoAnn and Kenny Whitmore 

Celie and Charlie Whittemore 

Bill and Marion Whynott 

Larry and Margaret Wiener 

Harriet Williams 

Hiram Williams  and Peter Vaughn 

Susi Williams and Dick Wyman 

Nancy Hawley Wilsea 

Sally Wister 

David Wolf 

Alice Wolfe 

Diane and John Woodward 

Stuart Wurtzel and  

 Patrizia Von Brandenstein 

Nancy and Wes Wyrick 

Lauri and Richard Zarin 

Gabe and Jane Zatlin 

Something special is happening right now. After much deliberation, we increased our 

membership fee by 100% for the new fiscal year.  Your response has been wonderful. 

Not one of you has complained, some of you have sent letters of support, some of you 

have sent even more than we asked for and some have done both! Speaking purely for 

myself (though I think the board members agree), this is an emotional moment. 

Those of you who know me know that I can get a bit teary when talking about the 

KHS. This is whyðyou are why, Seven Hearths is why, our wonderful society is why. 

So, when I say that you have our heartfelt thanks, we really mean it 

 
THANK YOU! 
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The Kent Historical Society GIFT SHOP  
2011 Kent Calendar  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $10 each 

One Small Town In World War II . . . . . . . . . .$25 

Kent Tales .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$10 each  

 Iron Fever  

 Barzillai Slossonôs History of Kent & Other Bits of History  

 Sherm Chase Remembers: A Kent Life 1900 to 1982  

 Rufus Fuller and the South Kent Ore Bed 

 The Pratts of Macedonia  

Kent Tales (John Adam Journal) . . . . . . . . . .  .$40 each (By special order only)  

New Life For Old Timber* . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $6 each  

Artists of the Litchfield Hills. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$32 each  

A Register of Some Kent Families. . . . . . . . . . $30 each  (genealogy of Kent) 

Farm Life series, by Phil Camp . . . . . . . . . . . . $12 each  

Ornament/medallion . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $10 each  

G.L. Nelson Note Cards*. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $6 for a packet of 8, or $1 apiece  

 *These note cards and ñNew Lifeò are done by George Laurence Nelson,  

 noted  Kent artist, and previous owner of Seven Hearths  

Photo cards of Seven Hearths . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1 each  

Color Copy of 1874 Map of Kent . . . . . . . . . .   $10 each  

DVD ï Photographic history of Kent. . . . .  . . ..$10 each  

 

To Order from the Gift Shop:  

Write to: Bookstore  

  Kent Historical Society  

 PO Box 651  

 Kent, CT 06757 or Call: 860-927-4587 

 

        For mail orders, please include $5 S&H for One Small Town and $3 S&H for all others 

Welcome New Members! 

 

Erica & Elise Cieplik, Linda Cohen, Bill Goodsell, H. Spencer Hart,  

Thomas Hartch, Diane Meier &  Frank Delaney, Bob Olson,  

Pat Rimany and Harriet Willams 

 

We are happy to have you with us! 
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(continued from page 1)     

campus where he taught Classics and coached var-

sity tennis and also in the village of Kent. Many of 

us picture Pa with a tennis racquet in hand but few 

people today know what a large part he played, 

along with Robert Nisbet, in designing Kentôs  

Civilian Defense program. 

 

Ted Woodin had picked the right man to be head 

of that program. Pa was organized, dedicated and 

good at motivating his fellow townspeople to join 

committees and keep going the Home Front. 

 

A charter member of the American Legion, Pa 

served with the US Army during World War One 

in France. Following the Armistice he wrote for 

the Army newspaper, The Stars and Stripes. His 

two sons served during World War II. James Jr. 

was an Airplane Armored Gunner in the Air Force 

from 1944 to 1946 and was awarded a bronze star 

for services in the Pacific Theater. Michael ñBrudò 

Humphreys, US Navy, served from 1946 to 1948 

in the US Navy Hospital Corps on the USS Sicily 

and the USS Saipan. 

 

It was Jim Humphreyôs job to keep all committees 

moving and report their activities to the State  

 

Civilian Defense Council. 

Woodinôs next appointment was Robert Nisbet as 

Chief Air Raid Warden. Rob Nisbet, already on his 

way to a national reputation in the art world, was a 

catalyst in the art community that would become 

the Kent Art Association. Nisbet organized a fire-

fighting group which was rated by the State and 

National Defense officials as a model for the rest 

of the country. Using a large map he divided the 

town into 30 areas with 30 squads each with its 

own captain and 10 men, two of whom were depu-

tized to close roads or arrest anyone who obstruct-

ed the work of fire fighting. These squads were 

also trained in First Aid. 

 

Nisbet worked out a secret system of signaling to 

be used if telephones failed and another system 

using cars, called ñPaul Reveresò, in code that 

could transfer information back to him or other 

areas to call in extra firefighters. He ordered his 

fire fighters, some of them students at Kent and 

South Kent Schools, to sleep with buckets, boots 

and other equipment. Drills were held regularly to 

test all systems. Incendiary bombs seemed to be of 

the most concern. 

 
(To be continued in next issueé) 

Eric Hagman stoking the 

coal stove in the  

plane spotting tower 

James Patton ñPaò Humphreys, 

Chairman of the Kent Defense 

Council, in his later years  

on his beloved tricycle. 

Robert Nisbet, Chief Air 

Raid Warden, and  

prominent artist. 


